“  As  long  as  there  are  millions  destitute  of  the  Word  of  God  and  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  devote  my  time  and  energy  to  those  who 
have  both.” — J.  L.  E\ven,  Missionar}'  to  S.  America. 

‘  ‘  I  must  preach  the  kingdom  of  God  to  other  cities  also  ;  for  therefore  am  I 
.sent.” — Luke  iv.  43. 

“M}'  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  me,  and  to  finish  His  work.” — John 

dv.  34. 
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PART  I. 

GOOD-BYE  TO  ENGLAND.  April,  1893. 


“  God  be  with  j/oit  till  we  meet  again!- — 

When  life' s  perils  thick  confound  you, 

Put  His  loving  arms  around  you  ; 

God  he  with  you  till  we  meet  again  !  ” 

HE  familiar  words  of  the  sweet  hymn  raised  by  manly  voices 
grew  fainter  to  the  three  wTo  were  being  borne  away  to  South¬ 
ampton  that  bright  spring  morning,  April  15th,  1893.  The  group  of 
colleagues  and  friends  soon  dispersed,  wTile  the  train  hastened  on  its 
way  to  meet  the  American  steamer  bound  for  New  York. 

Messrs.  Jarret,  Peters  and  Stark  had  completed  their  college  training.  God  had 
called  them  to  carry  the  gospel  message  to  the  Indians  of  S.  America,  Peru  being  the  particular 
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sphere  laid  on  their  hearts.  But  there  was  no  British  Society  working  there,  how  could  they  be 
supported  ;  and  if  there,  how  could  they  hope  to  gain  footing  in  a  country  so  jealously  Roman 
Catholic  ?  For  though  by  law  there  is  religious  liberty  in  Peru,  the  government  is  so  biased  by 
priestly  influence  that  liberty  is  merely  nominal. 

Knowing  the  matter  of  Peru’s  evangelisation  was  nearer  the  Master’s  heart  than  it  could  be  to 
their  own,  the  three  young  missionary  volunteers  with  confidence  left  it  to  God  to  make  an  open 
door  and  guide  His  seryants  forward. 

He  did  not  fail  them  !  Following  the  advice  of  the  beloved  heads  of  the  East  London  Institute, 
in  whose  colleges  they  had  been  trained,  the  young  men  started  for  their  destination  provided  with 
letters  of  introduction  to  leading  Christian  friends  in  the  United  States,  where  they  were  to  spend 
some  months  with  the  object  of  rousing  interest  in  “  The  Neglected  Continent.” 

On  landing  in  New  York  work  at  once  began,  but  sympathy  was  not  easily  aroused  in  a  scheme 
that  appeared  to  many  impractical  and  quixotic.  Others  who  would  gladly  have  forwarded  the  work 
were  hampered  by  lack  of  funds,  the  financial  depression  throughout  the  country  affecting  almost 
every  branch  of  Christian  work.  And  so  the  months  of  the  almost  tropical  summer  of  1893  passed 
by,  and  Peru  seemed  as  far  off  as  ever. 

“  Why  not  give  up  ?  ” 

“  Why  not  give  up  all  idea  of  going  to  Peru  ?  Why  not  offer  instead  for  some  other  country 
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where  workers  are  already  in  the  field,  and  you  could  be  connected  with  some  existing  Society  ?  ” 

The  question  came  to  them  from  all  sides — ivould  \t  be  better  after  all?  But  no  !  they  could 
not  abandon  Peru’s  unevangelised  millions,  or  turn  from  the  charge  God  had  laid  on  their  hearts. 
God  would  yet  provide  the  means  and  open  the  way.  They  would  wait  His  time. 

October  came,  and  with  it  a  series  of  meetings  in  Canada.  Various  cities  were  visited  and  much 
interest  evinced  in  Peru,  the  hearts  of  the  three  volunteers  were  cheered  and  their  faith  strengthened. 
A  few  weeks  later  the  party  divided,  Jarrett  going  to  make  the  intended  mission  known  in  the  Pacific 
States,  while  Stark  and  Peters  held  more  meetings  in  Canada  and  the  East.  Passing  through  New 
York  in  December,  the  two  latter  to  their  surprise  found  Dr.  Wood,  of  the  American  Methodist 
Mission  at  Lima,  returning  to  Peru,  and  gladly  joined  his  party  on  their  journey.  Their  efforts  in  the 
States  and  Canada  had  resulted  in  very  little  help  at  the  time,  and  they  sailed  with  little  more  than 
sufficient  to  take  them  to  their  destination,  believing  that  the  Lord  would  look  after  their  interests 
in  the  home  countries. 

With  hearts  full  of  thankfulness  to  a  loving  Heavenlv  Father  who  had  provided  for  them  and 
raised  friends  whose  prayers  would  rise  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  on  behalf  of  the  Lord’s  work  in  Peru, 
they  looked  back  over  the  past  months  with  their  varied  trials  and  difficulties.  With  lessons  learnt, 
experience  gained,  and  above  all  souls  won  for  Jesus,  they  could  but  go  on  their  way  with  renewed 
confidence  leaning  on  the  arm  of  One  who,  “when  He  putteth  forth  His  sheep,  goeth  before  them.” 
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PART  II. 

PERU  AT  LAST. 

BOARD  with  Dr.  Wood  and  his  party  the  voyage  was  a  pleasant  one,”  our 
friends  wrote.  “  We  were  eight  in  all  ;  they  going  to  teach,  and  we  to  preach. 
We  had  some  good  meetings  among  the  passengers,  and  hearts  were  touched.  ’’ 

The  shores  of  the  land  that  had  so  long  been  near  their 
hearts  at  last  came  in  sight. 

“  Before  leaving  the  ship  we  had  a  token  that  God  had  been  before  us. 
A  dear  old  Swedish  saint  (Mr.  Peterson),  who  had  heard  of  our  coming,  ap- 
-  peared  on  board,  and  invited  us  to  his  house  as  guests.” 

This  house  to  which  the  Lord  had  so  graciously  led  them 
became  their  headquarters  for  the  first  six  months.  From  their 
own  pen  we  hear  ; — 

“  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  are  among  the  finest  Christians  in  Peru.  Alas  ! 
there  are  so  few  of  the  few  who  profess  the  name  of  Christ  here  who  i-eally 
love  Him.” 

God  was  good  to  have  sent  them  to  such  friends ! 


THE  PERUVIAN  MISSION 


5 


One  evening  when  Mrs.  Peterson  was  going  to  see  a  poor  woman  who  was  dying,  she  was 
accompanied  by  one  of  the  brethren,  who  wrote  : — 

“  It  was  such  a  happy  death-bed,  for  she  was  trusting  in  the  Jesus.  When  the  priest  came  to  administer  mass,  she 
asked  to  have  him  sent  away  ;  and  though  he  grew  angry,  and  the  gathering  mol)  threatened  to  set  the  house  on  tire,  she 
was  still  firm.  There  was  a  poor  little  girl  in  the  room  who  was  ciying,  and  seemed  so  sad  ;  she  knew  her  mother  was 
dying.  Mow  I  longed  to  tell  her  of  the  Friend  above  who  would  never  leave  her.  But  we  have  not  got  the  language 
yet.” 

Meetings  for  the  English-speaking  people  were  at  once  started ;  Mrs.  Peterson,  whose  heart  was 
in  the  work,  kindly  lending  a  large  front  room  for  this  purpose.  Meetings  were  held  every  Friday 
and  Sunday  evening;  the  Lord’.s  blessing  rested  on  them,  Christians  were  strengthened,  and,  we 
believe,  souls  were  won  for  Him. 

“  As  far  as  numbers  and  interest  are  concerned,  our  meetings  are  very  encouraging,”  the  brethren  wrote.  “We 
have  so  many  sailors  that  our  room  is  almost  too  small.” 

The  first  Sunday  in  Peru  was  spent  on  board  H.M.S.  Hyacinth^  then  lying  in  the  harbour.  Cap¬ 
tain  May,  an  earnest  Christian  man,  deeply  interested  in  the  Lord’s  work,  had  invited  them  to  attend 
the  service  held  on  his  ship  every  Sunday  morning.  Later  on  we  hear : — 

“  We  have  had  the  joy  of  telling  out  the  old  story  to  the  men  of  the  Hyacinth,  several  of  whom  have  not  only  put 
on  their  country’s  armour,  ‘  but  the  whole  armour  of  God  ’ ;  some  through  our  instrumentality,  praise  the  Lord.” 
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And  again  : — 

“  On  Sunday  we  went  across  to  the  Hyacinth  and  had  a  good  meeting  among  the  men,  one  of  whom  decided  that 
ev'ening,  and  a  backslider  was  restored.  At  eight  o’clock  the  Captain  and  some  of  the  men  came  on  shore  to  our 
meeting  and  took  part  in  it.” 

Our  brethren’s  hearts  were  also  cheered  by  meeting  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bright,  independent  Christian 
workers,  who,  deeply  taught  in  the  Scriptures,  often  had  with  them  times  of  most  helpful  communion 
and  fellowship.  Mr.  Bright’s  eight  years’  experience  of  mission  life  in  Mexico  made  him  an 
invaluable  counsellor  in  practical  work  among  Roman  Catholics. 

“Lecciones  de  Ingles.” 

Language  study,  and  teaching  took  up  the  early  months,  our  brethren  giving  “  Lecciones  de 
Ingles,”  as  their  circular  ran,  in  exchange  for  Spanish  lessons.  Believing  it  to  be  the  Lord’s  will, 
an  engagement  was  entered  into  for  assisting  in  Dr.  Wood’s  Escuela  Nocturtia  Inglesa,  four  even¬ 
ings  a  week.  Of  this  they  wrote  : — 

“Have  just  returned  from  the  school,  11.30  p.m.  Things  are  looking  very  encouraging.  We  had  five  young 
Englishmen  wanting  mathematics  and  drawing,  and  three  others,  Peruvians,  and  one  Italian  as  English  students. 
Others  are  coming.  We  long  to  help  them  spiritually  as  well  as  morally  and  mentally.  But  our  hearts  yearn  above 
everything  to  get  at  the  Spanish-speaking  people.” 
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Private  pupils  were  also  received,  our  brethren  striving  meanwhile  to  set  forth  Christ  by  their 
lives  as  well  as  by  their  words. 

“  We  are  in  want  of  an  English  teacher,  will  you  take  the  post  ?  ”  The  request  came  from 
the  Director  of  the  Spanish  Naval  School.  After  prayer  and  consideration  Mr.  Stark  consented  to 
do  so.  Later  on,  while  spending  a  month  on  board  the  training  vessel,  he  wrote : — 

On  board  the  Naval  School. 

“Since  coming  on  board  there  have  been  innumerable  questions  to  answer  regarding  Christianity.  I  have  done 
my  utmost  to  answer  them  in  a  way  that  would  arouse  curiosity  and  make  the  young  fellows  think.  Every  night  I 
have  been  here  my  little  stateroom  has  been  crowded  with  cadets  ;  we  have  read  various  portions  of  Scripture  together, 
and  talked  over  them.  The  darkness  and  blindness  concerning  spiritual  things  is  great !  ” 

Incurring  Priestly  Excommunication. 

“  One  day  a  cadet  was  invited  to  come  to  the  English  meeting.  He  came  twice,  and  then  asked  for  an  English 
Bible,  which  v  as  given  him.  The  priest  who  conducts  mass  at  the  school  heard  of  this,  and  demanded  the  Book,  also 
a  promise  from  the  young  fellow  not  to  go  to  the  nieeting.  Finding  that  nothing  would  induce  him  'to  do  either,  the 
priest  waxed  wroth  and  left  them,  thus  excommunicating  the  whole  school.  The  Director  told  him  a  good  English 
master  was  more  to  them  than  a  priest.  This  disturbance  has  been  the  means  of  opening  up  a  wider  field  for  con¬ 
versation  on  the  facts  of  the  Gospel,  etc. 
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“There  are  about  fifty  young  men  in  the  Naval  School;  none  of  them  have  any  faith  in  Rome,  while  many  have 
drifted  away  into  infidelity.” 

l)uring  this  time  a  request  came  from  Dr.  Liecher  offering  the  post  of  English  teacher  in  the 
Lima  Institute.  Again  the  matter  was  taken  to  the  Lord  in  prayer.  With  so  much  sin  and  dark¬ 
ness  around,  how  could  more  time  be  spared  for  secular  teaching?  God  had  sent  them  to  Peru 
to  spread  abroad  His  Gospel.  He  would  make  provision  for  their  needs — and  so  the  post  was  re¬ 
fused. 

d'he  first  few  months  of  the  new  life  did  not  pass  without  trials,  but  the  loving  Heavenly 
Father  had  His  own  purpose  in  this  ;  perhaps  He  wanted  them  to  learn,  like  men  of  old,  to  say, 
“  None  of  these  things  move  me.” 

In  the  midst  of  a  country  where  Roman  Catholicism  had  undisputed  sway,  surrounded  on  all 
sides  by  sin  and  iniquity  of  th’e  grossest  kind,  their  hearts  were  oft-times  filled  with  pity  for  these 
poor  deluded  multitudes,  or  burning  with  indignation  against  a  system  so  iniquitous  and  spiritually 
blinding  as  that  of  Rome.  Again  and  again  the  message  came  across  the  ocean,  “  How  we  wish 
we  could  give  up  teaching,  and  spend  all  our  time  in  study  till  we  could  speak  freely  to  these 
people.”  But  as  yet  funds  were  slow  in  coming — the  Lord  was  teaching  them  to  wait ! 

During  the  first  summer  Fred  Peters’  life  was  threatened  by  a  serious  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 
But  in  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  he  recovered,  and  the  two  brethren  were  strengthened  by  the 
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arrival  of  Jarrett  from  the  Western  States.  The  Lord  had  graciously  prospered  His  servant,  and 
new  friends  had  been  enlisted  for  the  Mission  in  California  and  elsewhere. 

Denounced  from  the  Cathedral  Pulpit. 

AVTcn  the  object  of  the  three  workers  became  known  in  Peru,  a  storm  of  indignation  was  raised 
among  the  priests.  The  most  eloquent  were  engaged  to  fill  the  pulpits  of  the  cathedral  and 
churches  on  an  appointed  day  to  denounce  the  missionaries  who  had  come  to  the  country  to  sub¬ 
vert  followers  of  the  true  faith,  and  to  threaten  with  excommunication  any  parents  who  might  dare 
send  their  children  to  them  for  instruction. 

But  as  usual  Satan  defeated  his  own  purposes ;  interest  and  curiosity  were  excited  in  the  three 
young  men  who  dared  thus  openly  defy  the  papal  power,  and  who  at  the  end  of  six  months  in 
Peru  began  to  preach  in  Spanish,  openly  hailing  with  joy  the  beginning  of  their  real  missionary 
work.  A  hall  was  hired  after  some  difficulty  (no  one  cared  to  let  when  they  heard  the  object),  and, 
with  Mr.  Bright  to  lead,  Spanish  services  were  commenced. 

It  was  uphill  work.  No  public  Protestant  services  are  allowed  in  Peru.  Invitations  had  to  be 
printed  and  distributed.  The  first  night  saw  twelve  gathered  to  hear  the  good  tidings ;  soon  after 
the  number  rose  to  over  forty.  Twice  a  week  the  services  are  held,  and  the  hall  is  open  at  stated 
times  for  those  who  sometimes  care  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  personal  inquiry 
concerning  the  truths  they  have  heard. 


PART  III. 

“TO  PREACH  THE  GOSPEL  IN  THE  REGIONS  BEYOND.” 

“Callao  has  two  large  churches  and  three  Romish  chapels.  Friars,  priests,  and  nuns  abound.  The 
sacraments  are  administered  ;  the  catechism  of  Rome  is  taught,  marriage  is  celebrated,  and  the  dead 
are  buried  in  hope  of  the  resurrection.  But  the  Bible  is  prohibited,  the  Second  Commandment  is 
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broken,  images  are  worshipped,  and  the  Virgin  is  adored  above  and  beyond  the  Lamb  of  God.  How 
we  yearn  to  give  these  poor  deluded  and  superstitious  people  the  true  Light  of  life  !  .  .  . 

“  Peace  had  no  sooner  been  made  between  Ecuador  and  Peru,  than  Easter,  with  all  its  pomp 
and  glitter,  was  celebrated.  The  numerous  churches,  gaudily  illuminated  by  hundreds  of  wax  candles, 
were  open  daily ;  great  processions  paraded  the  streets,  headed  by  priests,  nuns,  monks,  and  images, 
and  accompanied  by  Government  officials  and  the  military  bands.  High  mass  was  celebrated  ;  long 
sermons  with  mystical  meanings  w'ere  preached.  But  what  a  dim  realization  these  people  have  of 
Easter’s  real  meaning  !  Darkness  still  covers  the  earth,  and  thick  darkness  broods  over  the  deep. 
May  God  help  us  to  do  our  part  in  our  day  to  remove  it ! 

“We  do  not  wish  to  stay  too  long  in  Callao  ;  there  is  the  great  interior  to  be  reached — virgin  soil 
as  regards  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  'Who  will  go  in  and  face  the  difficulties,  face  the  opposition 
of  the  priests  and  the  fanaticism  of  the  deluded  people  ? 

“  We  feel  within  us  every  day  more  strongly  the  driving  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Here  are  Dr. 
Wood  and  others  ;  let  them  have  Callao,  and  Lima  too,  if  they  wish.  There  are  still  two-and-a-ha/f 
millions  untouched.  There  is  a  vast  need  for  the  Gospel  here,  but  even  greater  still  in  the  interior. 
Let  us  spread  out,  then.” 

So  run  the  recent  letters  of  our  brethren  in  Peru.  And  the  unseen  Hand  that  has  thus  far 
guided  them  seems  to  be  leading  towards  the  extension  for  which  they  pray  and  hope. 
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At  the  end  of  1894  news  reached  us  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bright  had  decided  to  throw  in  their 
lot  with  these  young  workers,  and  that  the  new  effort  was  organised  under  the  name — 

“  The  Peruvian  Mission.” 

And  now,  in  the  spring  of  1S95,  two  volunteers  from  the  East  London  Institute  are  sailing  to  join  the 
work.  Miss  Wise — who  is  engaged  to  be  married  to  Mr.  Robert  Stark — and  Mr.  Henry  Backhouse. 

Owing  to  the  loving  help  and  practical  sympathy  of  friends  in  America  and  England,  the  brethren 
have  been  able  to  discontinue  all  secular  teaching,  and  are  now  renting  a  house  not  far  from  the 
Mission  Hall.  It  is  their  earnest  desire  to  go  to  the  still  darker  interior,  there  to  spend  and  be  spent 
for  the  dear  Master  among  those  who  have  never  heard  His  Name. 

Dear  friends,  surely  to  you  and  to  me,  who  live  in  the  full  blaze  of  Gospel  light,  comes  the 
inestimable  privilege — nay,  more,  the  Divine  command — to  send  or  take  the  Word  of  Life  to  Peru, 
“  a  land  where  they  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death.” 

To  that  command  what  answer  have  we  given  ?  What  answer  shall  we  give  ? 


“  Not, every  one  that  saith  unto  me,  ‘  Lord,  Lord,’  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  but 
he  that  doeth-the  will  of  my  Father.” 


Contributions  in  aid  of 

The  Peruvian  Mission 

may  be  sent  to 

i\lR.  A.  R.  vStark,  c/o  the  British  Consul,  Callao,  Peru. 

Rev.  a.  Locke,  Bradford,  New  Hanip.shire,  U.S.A. 

INIr.s.  Wi.se,  200,  Burraj^e  Road,  Plnnistead,  London,  vS.E. 

Dr.  Grattan  Guinness,  The  East  London  Institute  for  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions,  Harley  House,  Bow,  London,  E. 


7\ppea\  from  Peru. 


mo  mission  field  that  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of  seems  to  me  so  full  of  unique  interest  as  this  old 

Inca  Empire.  There  are  millions  of  ahorigines,  retaining  the  peci:liarities  that  characterised 

them  before  the  European  conquest,  modified  by  a  steady  degeneration  ever  since  that  time,  until  this 
region,  from  being  the  brightest  in  all  the  Western  Hemisphere,  morally  and  religiously  has  become  the 
darkest,  and  the  harde.st  to  reform.  But  the  time  is  apparently  near  for  a  great  awakening. 

“  Come  over  and  help  us  !  The  great  future  of  Gospel  work  iu  these  lands  embraces  not  only  the 
evangelisation  of  the  native  masses,  but  also  the  religious  development  of  the  new  population  destined 
to  inundate  them  by-and-by,  and  fill  them  with  mining  and  agricultural  colonies  of  foreigners.  Now  ’s 
the  time  to  work  on  the  mas.ses,  before  the  new  tide  sets  in.  It  will  be  doubly  difficult  to  effect  their 
moral  regeneration  after  that  tide  is  once  in  flow  ;  be  doubly  difficult  to  deal  with  that  tide  if  its  incoming 
finds  the  native  masses  in  their  present  immoral  condition.  The  King’s  birsiness  here  requires  haste. 

“The  perplexities  of  the  work  are  bewildering  to  a  degree  that  I  never  encountered  before;  yet, 
all  in  all,  the  encouragements  .seem  to  justify  looking  for  success  as  .sure,  and  expecting  that  when  it 

conies  in  its  fulness  it  will  be  grand.  The  possibilities  of  this  field,  as  well  as  its  difficulties,  seem  as 

colossal  as  the  Andes.” — Thos.  B.  Wood,  D.D.,  of  Peru. 


